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November 16, 2015  
The Honourable Catherine McKenna, 
Minister of Environment and Climate Change, 
Government of Canada 
 
RE: THE DEEP GEOLOGICAL REPOSITORY FOR NUCLEAR WASTE BEING 
PROPOSED FOR THE SHORE OF LAKE HURON AT KINCARDINE, 
ONTARIO— YOUR CURRENTLY SCHEDULED DECEMBER 2 2015 DECISION 
UNDER THE CANADIAN ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ACT (CEAA) TO 
REJECT OR APPROVE. 
 
Dear Minister: 
 
Congratulations on your election and your appointment as Minister of Environment 
and Climate Change for Canada. 
 
We are a group of citizens who for a number of years have been expressing our 
concern about the proposal for permanent burial of nuclear waste in a deep 
geological repository (DGR 1) on the shore of Lake Huron. There is rapidly growing 
support for our position from Canadian and U.S. citizens who live near the Great 
Lakes, the source of drinking water for 40 million people. 
 
We believe water is one of our most precious resources. Water is sacred to indigenous 
Canadians and Americans. Careful stewardship of our drinking water and the Great 
Lakes environment by the Minister of the Environment is essential to maintain the 
trust of those relying on this resource.  
 
This proposal is not only a very bad decision on the merits for a host of reasons, but 
the process followed to get to the result was flawed by a serious failure to follow 
accepted principles of evidence and science based decision making.  
 
Our group, Save Our Saugeen Shores (SOS), is not anti-nuclear in any sense. We 
support the need for “greener” energy production and the need for responsible 
efforts to deal effectively and safely with radioactive nuclear waste. But, we are very 
much opposed to the irresponsible and foolish shortcuts, bad judgement and 
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questionable practices used by the proponent Ontario Power Generation, Inc. (OPG) 
and then approved by the Joint Review Panel (JRP), appointed under CEAA.  
 
SOS is the Applicant in Federal Court for Judicial Review of the JRP’s decision. The 
Public Policy Issues discussed in our Briefing Paper all have an alleged ‘legal error’ 
component which will be aired in Federal Court. The legal issues are only the tip of a 
much bigger iceberg of public policy concerns we have about decisions made by the 
Conservative government. This letter is not about legal errors. It is about the broader, 
more important non-legal public policy component of the JRP decision and one very 
important public policy error by your predecessor before the matter ever got to the 
JRP.  
 
Your predecessor decided, in the early stages of this process, to sacrifice science for 
expediency. Established Canadian and International best practice for a proposal for a 
DGR is, and has been for decades, to construct an Underground Research Laboratory 
(URL) to scientifically test the geology. The rejection of this step at the outset was an 
extraordinary move because the selection of sedimentary rock for a DGR was not 
only unprecedented, but a major departure from past research and development for 
placement of DGRs in the granitic geology of the Canadian Shield. 
 
It is worth noting that the Canadian Government’s Nuclear Waste Organization 
(NWMO) rejected the sedimentary geology of Saugeen Shores on Lake Huron (12 km 
away) in 2014, indicating that it, and  neighbouring Arran-Elderslie, ‘ have very little 
potential to meet the geoscientific criteria required to host a deep geological 
repository for used nuclear fuel’.  
 
In Kincardine, where the DGR is proposed, the proponent had an offer of a willing 
host. Because of the rarity of this opportunity it appears that this important first step 
(construction of the URL) was omitted to expedite the DGR approval. 
 
The attached Briefing Paper details several other major public policy mistakes. We 
need only mention here: 
 
 Evisceration of the environmental assessment process in Canada by a precedent-

setting failure to require consideration of alternative means and sites for this 
proposal 

 Disregard of the Precautionary and Sustainability Principles and for the health 
and safety of Canadians and Americans, especially in light of the fact that every 
other DGR in the world has failed (including the US DGR in New Mexico that 
OPG described as a model for Kincardine before it failed and was closed down in 
2014)  
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 Inadequate public consultation in Canada and the United States. 

In his recent Minister of Environment and Climate Change Mandate letter to you, Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau stated “I expect you to help restore Canada’s reputation for 
environmental stewardship” and outlined the following among your top priorities: 
 
“Treat our freshwater as a precious resource that deserves protection and careful stewardship, 
including by working with other orders of government to protect Canada’s freshwater using 
education, geo-mapping, watershed protection, and investments in the best wastewater 
treatment technologies.” 
 
“Working in collaboration with the Minister of Fisheries, Oceans and the Canadian Coast 
Guard, renew our commitment to protect the Great Lakes, the St. Lawrence River Basin and 
the Lake Winnipeg Basin.” 
 
We have three requests: 
 

1. Delay the scheduled December 2, 2015 decision date to allow further review of 
the issues we raise in the Briefing Paper. The proponent, OPG, has 
acknowledged the current above ground storage is adequate for the short 
term, and that there is no urgency to remove the waste; 

2. Grant us the opportunity of a meeting with you to brief you on the issues 
raised in our Briefing Paper, and,  

3. In time, reject the proposal.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Yours truly,  

 
 
Jill Taylor, President, Save Our Saugeen Shores Inc. (SOS) 
On behalf of the Board of Directors, Save Our Saugeen Shores Inc.  
www.saveoursaugeenshores.org 
 
With copies to:  
 
The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada, 
The Honourable Stéphane Dion, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Mr. Marlo Raynolds, Chief of Staff to Minister of the Environment & Climate Change 
 


