
 
 

Citizens group asks Federal Court to reject DGR report 
 
SAUGEEN SHORES, ON—A citizens group opposing a plan to bury nuclear waste within a 
kilometre of the Lake Huron shore has asked the Federal Court of Canada to quash the Joint 
Review Panel (JRP) Report approving the project because of the Panel’s multiple legal errors, 
bias-tainted process, and its acceptance of evidence of, and reliance on, deceptive and unlawful 
conduct. 
 
Jill Taylor, President of Save Our Saugeen Shores (SOS) said, “we have asked the Federal Court 
to judicially review the JRP decision recommending approval of the underground nuclear waste 
dump, because we believe: 
 The government-appointed JRP failed to comply with the Canadian Environmental 

Assessment Act, 2012  (CEAA); 
 The JRP failed to comply with Terms of Reference and the Environmental Impact Study 

(EIS) Guidelines it was mandated to follow;  
 The JRP failed to require Ontario Power Generation Inc. (OPG) to adequately evaluate the 

potential for reasonable foreseeable or unplanned events, singly or in combination, to 
produce significant short and long-term adverse effects on the Great Lakes Basin 
Ecosystem as required under the CEAA and the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement 
(GLWQA); 

 The JRP failed to ensure that Ontario Power Generation (OPG) met the requirements laid 
down by the JRP; and  

 The JRP failed to act on clear evidence of a reasonable apprehension of bias.” 
 
“We believe any one of these five reasons is sufficient justification for the Federal Court to quash 
the Report,” Ms. Taylor, a Toronto architect, said.  “If the Federal government is not prepared to 
respect its own environmental laws and processes, how can they expect Canadian industry and 
the Canadian public to do so?”  
 
 “Moreover, as we have stated in our Notice of Application to the Federal Court, the entire 
process disclosed a regrettable lack of detachment between the regulated and the regulator”, she 
pointed out. 
 
“The process also failed to adequately consult with the U.S. government and the neighbouring 
states with whom we share responsibility for maintaining water quality in the largest body of 
fresh water in the world, -- a basin that provides drinking water for more than 40 million 
Canadians and Americans,” Ms. Taylor said. “To risk contaminating this water with nuclear 
waste that will remain highly radioactive for 100,000 years is unthinkable.”  
  



 
She described as “highly ironic” the Environment Minister’s decision to extend the public 
consultation period by 90 days in the interests of transparency and a commitment to a rigorous 
assessment. “If the Environment Minister was interested in transparency, she would reject the 
plan based on its lack of public support and the unlawful processes used to obtain what little 
support there was” Ms. Taylor said.  
 
An Investigator appointed under the Ontario Municipal Act has already ruled unlawful the secret 
meetings between OPG representatives and elected municipal officials to discuss OPG’s plan for 
nuclear waste storage. 
 
“Community Acceptance is a fundamental requirement of nuclear waste site selection. The 
methodology and analysis of telephone surveys used as proof of community acceptance in the 
EIS, were strongly biased in favor of OPG’s project. Many of the respondents were connected to 
the power industry and the wording was convoluted and slanted in favour of the project” Ms. 
Taylor said.  
 
Even the current response period works against transparency. “We were forced to file this 
application for a judicial review within 30 days of the release of the Joint Review Panel Report or 
lose the right to contest it,” she said. “For volunteer-based not-for-profit groups, this is not easy.  
Pursuing this issue through the court can be an extremely expensive and exhaustive process. We 
will approach our growing network but we are launching a broader appeal for support.”  
 
 OPG is awaiting permission to bury and abandon up to 400,000 cubic metres (more than 14 
million cubic feet) of radioactive nuclear waste less than one kilometer from Lake Huron using 
unproven technology. For more than 50 years, countries around the world have unsuccessfully 
attempted to bury and abandon radioactive nuclear waste. The most recent failures occurred in 
2014 at the U.S. underground nuclear waste site near Carlsbad, New Mexico.  
 
Save Our Saugeen Shores, Inc., (SOS) is a grassroots, not-for-profit organization of citizen 
volunteers who have been fighting the OPG plan for several years.  Our mission is to provide 
public education and raise awareness about the risks of radioactive waste and prevent its deep 
burial in Saugeen Shores, its neighbouring regions and the Great Lakes Basin.  
 
The details of the grounds for the Application for Judicial Review are on the SOS website. 
(www.saveoursaugeenshores.org) 
 
For more information, please contact  
info@saveoursaugeenshores.org 
 
 
 
 


